Alban Wood Primary School –
English Policy
Statement of Aims
We aim to develop pupils’ English skills through Spoken Language, Reading & Writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to apply and develop English skills across the curriculum through cross curricular teaching and
learning.
This will enable our pupils to use language to learn and communicate ideas, views and feelings across a range of different situations.

Aims
By the age of 11 we aim for children to:
Reading

read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency (including whole novels)

read aloud with intonation that shows understanding

work out the meaning of words from the context

explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, drawing inferences and justifying these
with evidence

predict what might happen from details stated and implied

retrieve information from non-fiction texts

summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using quotations for illustration

evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader

make comparisons within and across books.

use a range of strategies to self-monitor and correct taking into account the audience
Writing

creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action

selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality required

using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, within and across sentences and paragraphs

using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately

using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within the sentence

using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail, qualification
and precision

making some correct use of using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis
as well as some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens

spelling most words correctly

maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join specific
letters.
As well as:
• using paragraphs to organise ideas
• describing settings and characters
• using some cohesive devices within and across sentences and paragraphs
• using different verb forms mostly accurately
• using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions
• using capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists
and apostrophes for contraction- mostly correctly
Spoken Language

to have a suitable, technical and emotive vocabulary to articulate their responses, using drama to portray
ideas and feelings; use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary

to have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written
forms

listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers

consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others

Assessment



Short Term: Teachers make these assessments as part of every lesson adjusting
their daily plans accordingly; this may be through feedback from teaching assistants,
through marking or observations made during the lesson. These will be jotted onto daily
plans.



Medium-Term: Teachers measure progress against National Curriculum objectives
and aims which inform planning for future units of work. These will be jotted onto weekly
plans.



Long-Term: Teachers submit Teacher Assessment levels in Reading, Writing and
Spoken Language throughout the Academic Year. This are then used to track and analyse progress. Termly assessments are completed in Spoken Language, Reading and
Writing which help to set individual and whole school targets.
Cross-Curricular
The skills that children develop in English are linked to and applied in every subject of the
curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to
communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in school. English contributes
significantly in all areas of the curriculum. Our curriculum has been designed to enable as
many opportunities for children to apply English skills as possible.
Equal Opportunities
At Alban Wood we teach English (Reading, Writing and Spoken Language) to all children.
Learning is differentiated by activities specific to the level the child is working at, by adult
support and resources. Teachers will aim to give every pupil the opportunity to experience
success in learning and to achieve as high a standard as possible.
Some children may have additional English support through IPMs (Individual Provision
Maps) or GPMs (Group Provision Maps) to support gaps in learning or to extend our more
able learners.
Resources
There are many resources to support the teaching of English across the school which are
updated and evaluated regularly. Pupil voice is sought when purchasing new resources.
Each classroom has a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books, dictionaries, thesauri,
speakers for the interactive boards and spelling aids. The interactive boards have access to
the internet and laptops have access to a range of multimedia teaching tools for English.
IPads are also used are a tool to enhance English teaching and learning.
School Library
Our School Library contains a range of categorised books for individuals alongside a collection of Big Books and Story Sacks to aid teaching within the subject. Children in EY and KS1
have weekly Library sessions. During these sessions children are able to borrow a book from
the Library, share a story with the librarian and are taught how to select appropriate,

interesting books. The library is also open at lunchtime and children are encouraged to use it
on a regular basis (KS1 and KS2 pupils). The library is run, at lunchtime, by our Library Prefects. The reading books that children take home from the library are in addition to books that
are selected from a reading scheme or from classroom libraries if children are on free readers.
Reading Schemes
We have a large collection of reading scheme books which are used for Guided reading sessions, individual reading and for reading at home. Children are given regular opportunities to
change their reading book and this is recorded in their Reading Record. Children are given
opportunities to read with TAs and parent volunteers on a regular basis. Reading records are
monitored and children are awarded certificates on a half termly basis for regular reading at
home. This is celebrated during Achievement Assemblies. At Alban Wood, we use the Oxford Reading Tree scheme as well as others e.g. The Book Project and PM+.
Guided reading
Children have weekly guided reading sessions that are led by a teacher and are linked to
next steps in learning taken from the National Curriculum. During guided reading sessions,
when not working with a teacher, children are given the opportunity to develop prediction and
follow up skills linked to the guided reading text as well as opportunities for free reading and
reading reviews.
There is a reading scheme and Guided Reading Collection supporting children across the
school. Guided reading books have been book banded to align them with Phonics phases
and progression in reading. As well as a range of Guided reading scheme books we have a
large number of ‘real’ books, which are also used during guided reading sessions. These give
pupils the opportunity to be exposed to a range of different text types (fiction, non fiction and
poetry).
Phonics and spelling
Children in EY have daily phonics sessions following a synthetic approach to the teaching of
phonics. Practitioners plan and deliver sessions that are visual, auditory and kinaesthetic.
Children in Year 1 children have phonics sessions 5 x weekly and in Year 2 children have 3
or 4 sessions weekly. These are differentiated by phonics phase. Homework tasks are often
linked to phonics to enable children to apply their phonics and to enable parents to support
with development of phonics. Phonics workshops for parents are provided.
Children in KS2 have grammar sessions which include the teaching of spelling patterns. This
is taught through discrete sessions daily and are additional to daily English sessions.
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