
Alban Wood's  Newsletter
Note From Mrs Pinder - 
On Monday 3rd October, we welcomed
Rev. Phillippa Maddox, who led our
Harvest Assembly.  Thank you to
everyone that contributed to the
wonderful display of food that was
donated to the Watford Food Bank.
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Attendance 
This week the whole school attendance is 96%. Our school

attendance target is 96%, so as you can see, that  we
have hit our target. 

 

                   

         Current Percentage of
attendance 2022 - 23

Aim: over 96%
Rec - 93%
Year 1 95%
Year 2 94%
Year 3 97%
Year 4 97%
Year 5 97%
Year 6 97%

Whole School 96%
 



Dates For The Diary

 

10th Oct - Hello Yellow Mental Health Day 
10th Oct - Electric Umbrella Performance
11th Oct - Governing Body Meeting at 7:00pm
17th and 19th Oct - Parent Consultations  - 3:40pm -
6:30pm
24th -28th Oct - Half Term
31st Oct - Rev. Phillippa Maddox to visit school.
9th Nov - Year 4 Dance Festival at Rickmansworth School
- 6:00pm - 8:00pm.
10th Nov - Year 5 Fun Run at Future Academies.

Local secondary schools will be holding their annual open
evenings /events throughout September and October. I
recommend that if your child is in Year 5 or 6 you consider
looking around all the secondary schools in the area. More
information about secondary transfer can be found at
Hertfordshire Admissions.
The deadline for applying for a secondary school place, if your
child is in Year 6 is Monday 31st October 2022.

Moving On 2023 (or 2024)



 

Reception

Reception have settled very well into school life. We have been
using Monster Phonics to learn our letter sounds (phonemes)
and are getting to know the monsters. Please see the board
outside the classroom door for which phonemes we are
learning each week so that you can help your child at home.
We went on a nature walk in Maths to see if it was easy to find
matching pairs in nature - it was much more difficult than
finding matching pairs of socks! 
In Literacy we are using Ruby's Worry to write sentences,
Grandma Fantastic even visits our class to help us with
adventurous words.



 

Year 6 have started Watford Community Sports and Education
Trust's Positive Minds programme this half term. This is a series
of 10 one-hour sessions which focus on different aspects of
mental health and how to protect and look after it. We have
now completed the first three sessions. First, we looked at
what Mental Health is and took part in a quiz which focused
on statistics. In week two, we focused on building positive
relationships and ensuring that we knew who was part of our
support networks. This week, we moved onto looking at
resilience and coping strategies to help us through
challenging moments. Our understanding of this sensitive topic
has already grown massively; we are looking forward to the
future sessions and know that our knowledge is only going to
grow even more!  

 
 

Year 6



 

Year 1

For the last few week's, Year One have been looking at the
book Ruby's Worry. We have each day explored how the
character has been dealing with having a worry that
follows her everywhere. As part of a cross curriculum lesson,
We shared our own personal worries and how we can
support each other to deal with worries. The class role
played being upset with a worry and how we could make
them feel better. 

 

Year 5
Year 5 have been basing our work this half term on the
theme of refugees. In English, we have been writing
speeches about refugees, how they should still be treated as
people and our visions for the future. In whole class reading,
we have been dissecting the first chapter of 'The Boy at the
back of the Class.' A book about a refugee arriving in a new
school. We spoke about the techniques that the Author Onjali
Rauf had used and how their choice of words impacts the
meaning. 



 

Year 2
In English we have just finished our first Write Stuff unit - Little
Red Reading Hood! The children had great fun using their
imaginations to come up with new stories mixed with old traditional
tales. We are now moving on to The Great Fire of London where we
will be learning to create our own diary entry. This is especially
relevant as the children have begun learning about the Great Fire
of London in their theme sessions. 
In maths we have been learning about place value. We have learned
that 2-digit numbers are made up of tens and ones and can be
partitioned in different ways. For example, 34 = 30 + 4, but can also
be partitioned into 20 + 14. 
In Science we have been finding out about materials. We have
carried out a number of investigations as part of our learning. We
have learned which materials are the most absorbent for cleaning
up spillages, whether building materials are absorbent or not and
how to make fabrics waterproof. We have been very busy and have
shown that we are able to follow instructions and use equipment
sensibly. 
In PE we have been learning about agility, balance and control and
how these things help us when we are playing different sports. This
week we had lots of fun completing a variety of obstacle courses
which required us to move quickly with control. On Wednesday we
have also been practising our 'dodging' skills, the children have
learnt how to 'dodge' out the way of each other and objects!



 

Year 3
Role-playing as naturalists Chris Packham and Sir David
Attenborough, we have been teaching each other about the
Pangolin this week. The intriguing anteater is the focus of our non-
chronological reports in English. Moving on from place value, we
have been adding ones, tens and hundreds without exchange in
Maths. To practice this essential skill, please visit
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

Hit the Button - Quick fire maths practise for 6-11 year olds -
Topmarks
Hit the Button is an interactive maths game with quick fire
questions on number bonds, times tables, doubling and halving,
multiples, division facts and square numbers.
www.topmarks.co.uk
click ‘play game’ and then ‘number bonds’. In Science, we continued
our learning about our muscular system by investigating whether
people who play a lot of sport have stronger muscles by counting
swap jumps performed and comparing this with the number of
sports clubs attended. The scattergram of our results showed a
clear relationship. We enjoyed the Healthy Heroes workshop with
Watford Community Sports Trust when we explored fun ways to
exercise and recapped what to include in a balanced diet. Thanks
Mr Harrington! 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

Year 4

We've had a busy start to the term in Year 4. In English, the children
have been developing their playwriting skills to create their own
scripts about the true story of the plague in the village of Eyam in
1665. Electricity is the focus in science and we have been taking
part in experiments to build circuits and thinking scientifically to
make predictions before testing what materials conduct electricity.
In Spanish we have been working on our conversation skills,
learning how to present information about ourselves such as our
age, how we are feeling and where we are from. We have also
kicked off our Marvellous Myths topic by looking at the geography
of Europe and the class have been demonstrating some excellent
map skills to locate different countries and cities. This is giving the
children some valuable background information before we look in
more detail at the country of Greece and making (and tasting!)
Greek food in DT before half term.


