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Hot to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell 

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with a 
longish name. Hiccup's father is chief of the Hairy Hooligan tribe 
which means Hiccup is the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy Hooligan 
throne - but most of the @me Hiccup feels like a very ordinary boy, 
finding it hard to be a Hero. 
 

Ma;lda by Roald Dahl 

Ma@lda Wormwood's father thinks she's a liFle scab. Ma@lda's mother 
spends all aGernoon playing bingo. And Ma@lda's headmistress Miss 
Trunchbull? Well, she's the worst of all. She is a big bully, who thinks all 
her pupils are roFen and locks them in the dreaded Chokey. As for 
Ma@lda, she's an extraordinary liFle girl with a magical mind - and now 
she's had enough. So all these grown-ups had beFer watch out, 
because Ma@lda is going to teach them a lesson they'll never forget. 
 

The Wreck of the Zanzibar by Michael Morpurgo 

We all knew what was going to happen. We d seen it before. A ship 
about to founder staggers before she falls. A huge wave broke over her 
stern and she did not come upright again. Life on the Scilly Isles in 1907 
is bleak and full of hardship. Laura s twin brother, Billy, disappears, and 
then a storm devastates everything. It seems there s liFle hope. But 
then the Zanzibar is wrecked on the island s rocks, and everything 
changes . . . 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo 

I disappeared on the night before my twelGh birthday.           Gorgeous 
new colour illustra@ons for the best-selling Kensuke's Kingdom. 
Washed up on an island in the Pacific, Michael struggles to survive on 
his own. With no food and no water, he curls up to die. When he 
wakes, there is a plate beside him of fish, of fruit, and a bowl of fresh 
water. He is not alone . . . 
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Journey to Jo’Burg by Beverley Naidoo 

This is the story of love, commitment and the flowering of the 
human spirit against the background of South Africa's apartheid. 
Frightened that their baby sister Dineo will die, thirteen-year-old 
Naledi and her younger brother Tiro run away from their 
grandmother to Johannesburg to find their mother, who works 
there as a maid.  
 

Clockwork or All Wound Up by Philip Pullman 

Tick, 'ck, 'ck, tock. Once you've wound some things up nothing can 
stop them . . . It is a cold winter's night when Karl enters the White 
Horse Tavern looking like he's swallowed a thundercloud. His final task 
as a clockmaker appren@ce is to make a new figure for the great clock 
of Glockenheim. He has not made the figure - or got any idea of what it 
could be, and the unveiling is tomorrow. 
 

CharloLe’s Web by E.B. White 

Wilbur the pig's life has already been saved by Fern, but when he is 
sold to her uncle he realises his life is in even more danger. 
Enter CharloFe A. Cava@ca, a beau@ful large grey spider. CharloFe 
is determined to keep Wilbur from the chopping block, and comes 
up with an ingenious way to do just that. 

The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross 

When Dinah is fostered by the Hunters she thinks her biggest 
problem will be fibng in with her foster-brothers, Lloyd and Harvey. 
However, once she starts at her new school it's clear that there's 
more to worry about. All the children, apart from a handful including 
Lloyd and Harvey, are too well-behaved - robo@c almost - and oddly 
keen to please the creepy headmaster.  
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Ice Palace by Robert Swindells 

Far away to the north, Starjik was rounding up his wolves preparing to steal 
away yet another child from the village near the dark forest. This @me it is 
Ivan’s brother who disappears, and determined to find him, he whispers 
into the night, “Wait, liFle brother. I will not leave you. I am coming…” 
 

The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis 

The Magician’s Nephew is the first book in C. S. Lewis’s classic fantasy 
series, The Chronicles of Narnia. 
On a daring quest to save a life, two friends are hurled into another 
world, where an evil sorceress seeks to enslave them. But then the lion 
Aslan’s song weaves itself into the fabric of a new land, a land that will 
be known as Narnia. And in Narnia, all things are possible. 
 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

'I did a dreadful thing, the worst thing of my life, when I was twelve and a half years 
old, and nothing can change it.' It is  war@me and Carrie and her liFle brother Nick 
have been     evacuated from their London home to the Welsh hills. In an  unfamiliar 
place, among strangers, the children feel alone and find liFle comfort with the family 
they are billeted with: Mr   Evans, a    bullying shopkeeper and Aun@e Lou, his kind 
but   @mid sister. When Carrie and Nick visit Albert, another evacuee, they are 
welcomed into Hepzibah Green's warm kitchen. Hepzibah is rumoured to be a witch, 
but her cooking is delicious, her stories are enthralling and the children cannot keep 
away. With Albert, Hepzibah and Mister Johnny, they begin to seFle into their new 
surroundings. But before long, their loyal@es are tested: will they be persuaded to 
betray their new friends? 

Skellig by David Almond 

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, 
Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, one Sunday 
aGernoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of his new home, 
and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a 
being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend 
Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby sister 
languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, 
and as he helps Michael breathe life into his @ny sister, Michael's world 
changes for ever . . . 
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Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is leG all alone in London. He is sent to 
the workhouse but quickly escapes, choosing a hard life on the streets of 
the city over the confines of the workhouse walls. Struggling to survive, 
Jim finally finds some friends… only to be snatched away and made to 
work for the remorselessly cruel Grimy Nick, constantly guarded by his  
vicious dog, Snipe. Will Jim ever manage to be free? 

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse          witnesses the 
reality of baFle from both sides of the trenches. Bombarded by ar@llery, 
with bullets knocking riders from his back, Joey tells a powerful story of 
the truest friendships    surviving in terrible @mes. One horse has the seen 
the best and the worst of humanity. The power of war and the beauty of 
peace. This is his story. 

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

It's the story of young Willie Beech, evacuated to the country as Britain 
stands on the brink of the Second World War. A sad, deprived child, he 
slowly begins to flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-
found happiness is shaFered by a summons from his mother back in 
London. As @me goes by Tom begins to worry when Willie doesn't 
answer his leFers, so he goes to London to find him, and there makes a 
terrible   discovery. 
 

The Harry PoLer series by J. K. Rowling 

Harry PoFer has never even heard of Hogwarts when the leFers start 
dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in 
green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are swiGly 
confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry's eleventh 
birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts 
in with some astonishing news: Harry PoFer is a wizard, and he has a 
place at Hogwarts School of WitchcraG and Wizardry. An incredible 
adventure is about to begin! 
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Holes by Louis Sachar 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of 
jus@ce sends him to Camp Green Lake        Juvenile Deten@on Centre 
(which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. Every day 
he and the other inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot 
deep, repor@ng anything they find. The evil warden claims that it is 
character building, but this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth. 

The Boy At the Back of the Class by Onjali Rauf 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a 
new boy called Ahmet is sibng in it. He's nine years old (just like me), 
but he's very strange. He never talks and never smiles and doesn't like 
sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! But then I 
learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee 
who's run away from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and 
bullies that hurt people. The more I find out about him, the more I 
want to help. That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom 
come in. Because you see, together we've come up with a plan. . . 
 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids don't 
need heart transplants. So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance 
for you. But he also says it's experimental, controversial and risky. And 
it's never been done before. 

Stormbreaker (Alex Rider) by Anthony Horowitz 

In the first book in the number one bestselling Alex Rider series by 
Anthony Horowitz, fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6. 
Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to inves@gate Herod Sayle, a man 
who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to every 
school in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal 
danger. 
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